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Billy	Big	Dates:	Red	Horse	Gallery	Reception	Sept.	3	to	Sept	30				
Center	for	Book	Arts	NYC	Reception	Oct.	7	to	Dec.	10															
Winona	County	History	Center	Nov.	10	to	Feb.	26,	2017										
Art	In	Odd	Places	NYC	Oct.	12-15,	2017	

WOW! PRIZES & A SHOT AT THE BIG APPLE    
THE DEFACE BILLY PROJECT (II)                
If you ever wanted to hobnob with the New York City art in-crowd 
or be archived in a way cool collection or maybe even win a swell 
prize, here’s your big chance. Don’t blow it. It’s up to YOU. With 
your help, the way back machine will re-create the historic 1981 
Deface Billy Project at the Center for Book Arts in NY.  See the 
insert, do your dirty work and send your Defaced Billy to the Big 
Apple. Artists from 15 countries once altered a young Billy’s face 
for the Deface Billy Project. Now it’s your turn. (See Insert and 
See Enacting the Text) 

COLLECTORS BRING YOUR WADS!                              
Billy X                 CURMANO - RED HORSE                   Gallery 
Reception 7-9 pm   September 3rd runs to  30th   Fountain City, WI  

Billy puts it up for grabs, sells out and sells off at the Red Horse 
Gallery 116 S. Main Street, Fountain City, WI September 3-30. It’s 
kind of a tiny retrospective and a rare opportunity for collectors to 
collect, voyeurs to voyeur and hangers on to hang on. Experience 
artifacts and art objects - the priceless - at a fair price. Billy is most 
often ballyhooed for extreme performances in the environment: 
The 2,367.4-mile Mississippi River swim, Death Valley 40-day 
juice and water fast or 3-days buried alive – but his inner material 
guy pumps out art. Notably, his paintings once represented the 
USA in the III Vienna Graphikbiennale and he was trained in the 
traditions of sculpture with lots of shows under his belt. Or as Billy 
says, “I’ve been a painter and a sculptor. The difference seems to 
be the pain in my back.” Or as Professor Narendra Patel, once 
remarked, “We appreciate your work. You’ve never lost sight of 
the object.” Those objects often reflect tracks or memories of 
performances past. During an early period, he even mentioned 
using performance to breathe life into the objects he fashioned.     

 

ENACTING THE TEXT:       PERFORMING WITH WORDS 
The CENTER FOR BOOK ARTS       –       NEW YORK CITY              
Reception OCTOBER 7TH runs to DECEMBER 10TH 

Artist and curator Nicolás Dumit Estévez and the Center for Book 
Arts in New York City have earmarked the ephemeral to show 
how some very well recognized “live art” practitioners including 
Billy X freeze and document moments of performance with written 
words. Billy, Irina Danilova, Linda Mary Montano and Quintín 
Rivera-Toro have each been asked to present a performance, action 
or situation… during the opening reception at the Center, 28 W 
27th Street, 3rd Floor, NYC on Oct. 7th at 7 pm – Don’t miss it. 

Wow! Hang on to your socks. Mr. Estévez gathered a culturally 
diverse group that can surely knock them off. Their roots span the 
U.S.A., Mexico, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, Spain and 
Ukraine. Like Billy, all of these artists seem to blur the boundaries 
between mediums, art and life - with time, duration and chutzpah 
often playing a significant role. Attempting to sum them - or any 
one of them - up in just a couple of sentences is like trying to get a 
big old oak tree back into its acorn, but then again we’ve always 
liked to pique your curiosity, so here’s a tiny teaser on the 
participating artists. 

María Alós has challenged mainstream ideas by sneaking her own 
self-portraits into spaces like the Museum of Modern Art. She 
helped create the Passer-by Museum in several urban areas 
comprised of objects donated simply by those who visit. 
Josefina Báez is an alchemist of artistic/creative life process that 
explores the present and its encounters with the past and future. 
New York is her ashram and she leads Walking Meditations in 
Times Square. 
Paco Cao is unfaithful to any particular medium. He has recently 
been working on a series of museum beauty contests that single out 
art works by vote and psychological cocktail services that match 
art patrons with their appropriate drink. 
Papo Colo once ran with 51 pieces of wood tethered to his body 
until he collapsed (Puerto Rico as 51st star?). He paddled against 
the current to draw attention to pollution and debris in NY’s Bronx 
River.  
Billy X Curmano enough said. 
Irina Danilova uses new media to record her tracks and routes 
revealing the structures of 59 cities around the globe in a kind of 
electronic drawing.  
Linda Mary Montano is concerned with live art through personal 
and spiritual transformation and preset durations, a 7-minute song, 
a year tied to someone else, seven years in monochromatic color 
and so on.  
Quintín Rivera-Toro creates staged actions. He utilizes himself as 
a case study and takes a rational approach with experiences that are 
emotional and verbalizes how individual behavior may translate to 
mass actions. 



Using the Deface Billy Project post card for the exhibition’s 
invitation both toys with time and adds active interaction. A past 
project has been re-created, altered in the present, exhibited and 
then archived into the future. Billy is tight lipped about the opening 
reception performance except to say: Time Be My Bitch.  

And now, how Mr. Estévez describes the exhibition: While the 
performative in the arts, with all of its nuances, points to the 
ephemeral, a significant number of artists working mainly on 
interventions, performances, situations, art in everyday life and 
experiences have generated a tangible material culture. Whether 
drafting steps for an action, making a list of the items this calls for, 
giving directions for those participating in it, or opening it up to be 
performed by others at a later date, the use of written language 
becomes a recurrent element in the enactment of the fleeting. 

Enacting the Text: Performing with Words gives center stage to 
books, letters, notes, invitations, scripts, and similar text-based 
materials produced prior to, side-by-side with, posthumously, or in 
close complicity with transient gestures. It also acknowledges the 
role that audiences play in the act of reading, namely re-
interpreting, works exhibited from a perspective other than that of 
those who created them, or from a time/location far distant from 
when/where the pieces were executed. - Nicolás Dumit Estévez 
Raful, Curator 
 
            ART IN ODD PLACES (AIOP) 2017: SENSE         
OCT. 12-15 (2017)   14TH Street   NYC   BILLY X. – LIVE ART 

	
"Water	flows	to	unite	with	water,	because	all	parts	of	it	are	
subject	to	the	same	laws."	-	The	I	Ching	

	
Top: Billy X. Swimming in the Northern Mississippi River near 
Palisade, MN, 1988 – Photo: Andi Shankle Lower: Billy X swims 
into the Gulf of Mexico, 1997 – Photo: Mary Coughlan) 

Art in Odd Places (AIOP) 2017: SENSE, an innovative festival that 
runs along New York City’s busy 14th Street will host some Live 
Art from Billy next year. He was selected based on his past history 
and still hasn’t let the proverbial Schrödinger's cat out of the box. 
We hacked his e-mail and found this “sent mail” gem in his note to 
the AIOP curators, Rocío Aranda, Nicolás Dumit Estévez Raful 
and Jodi Waynberg. 

We are surrounded by water. To the west, the New York City 14th 

street thoroughfare runs almost to the Great Hudson River with 
water towers above and pipes below - before nearly dropping into 
the East River. (Of course, you could take the stairs at First 
Avenue or several points along the way and go under the river.) 
My support crews and I became ambassadors for clean water and 
the Mississippi became my lover as I swam from the river's source 
2,367.4-miles to the Gulf of Mexico. The swim was intended to 
reclaim what some have called "The Father of Waters" for life 
affirming pursuits under the banner of art. This intentional watery 
connection has marked me wherever I roam. Much of what I do 
stems from improvisation, so time will tell, but perhaps a sense of 
the Mississippi River could join those waters of 14th Street. 

GAFA: SUBPRIME ART LOANS  
Because everyone deserves a domicile with the finest fine art, Art 
Works USA is pleased to announce our brand new subprime art 
acquisition loan program Great Art For All. In fact, low to no 
credit is no longer an obstacle to the world's masterpieces because 
everyone deserves a second, third or even fourth chance. The 
reams of fine print and nuts and bolts of these easy to apply for 
loans are administered through a revolutionary new subsidiary 
Great Art For All (GAFA). GAFA promises to provide funds for 
fine art without regard to the applicants credit history, 
employment, economic, marital, race, creed, religion, national 
origin, sexual orientation or the identification therein of all of the 
preceding stats, pc markers and/or senses of selves. 
  
These,	makes	no	difference	if	you	have	good	or	bad	credit,	
unsecured	loans	require	no	credit	checks	or	private	property,	
motorcycle,	automobile,	truck	or	boat	titles	for	collateral.		The	
GAFA	loans	simply	require	purchase	of	our	handy	GAFA	GAP	
(Guaranteed	Asset	Protection)	insurance	with	paint	protection,	
GAFA	REPO	(enhanced	with	GPS)	and	a	25%	Vigorish	(The	
Vig).	GAFA	REPO	is	listed	with	the	great	art’s	provenance	
deeding	said	great	art	back	to	GAFA	in	the	event	of	two	
consecutive	missed	payments.	The	interest	payments	do	not	
lower	the	principle	but	allow	the	GAFA	borrower	to	retain	
great	art	even	with	few	other	tangible	resources.	There	is	no	
annual	percentage	rate	(APR)	as	the	percentage	conveniently	
compounds	weekly	rather	than	yearly.	This	is	the	common	
practice	for	our	fine	art	loans	as	well	as	on	the	street	loans	and	
bookie	transactions.	
	
GAFAER:	GREAT	ART	FOR	THE	SHARING	ECONOMY	
Maybe you don’t always need great art on your walls. If you just 
need art for special events to impress your guests, we’ve got you 
covered. GAFA has its own subsidiary, Gafaer, with great art for 
the hip and sharing economy. We are contacting a cadre of living 
artists willing to share their work for limited periods for a small 
payment. (Oh wait; maybe that’s a rental. Let’s see - if my oldest is 
playing with a toy the youngest wants and I say something like; 
“share that with your brother”. Do I expect the little one to pay the 
elder? Shouldn’t sharing be feeless?)  Don’t worry, the fine points 
will be figured when the App comes out.	
  
REMEMBERING	VIETNAM:			Veteran	Voices	of	Winona	County			
Nov.	9,	2016	–	Feb.	26,	2017					Winona	County	History	Center	
	
This is tricky (See *’s): Billy’s a lover - not a fighter. He prefers to 
make love; not war. William, on the other hand, was a soldier and 
carries the scars of a combat wounded veteran. **William or 
Billy’s struggle with war and peace and life and death will be on 



view along with other vets in a group exhibition at the Winona 
County History Center, 160 Johnson St., Winona, MN. The 
Winona State University History Department and Winona 
Historical Society are organizing the exhibit.							
As The Fandango goes to press, curatorial selections and 
negotiations are still pending. But, there are hints of a possible 
Midnight Babylon performance and the inclusion of the infamous, 
welded steel Tiger Cage on Wheels (for the Expedient Removal of 
Detainees). 
 

 
  
Billy X in performance, Tiger Cage on Wheels, Dean Gallery, 
Minneapolis, MN – 1974 
 
The Tiger Cage in The Minneapolis Star: 

“However, although the artist’s keen wit permeates all his 
sculpture, Rube Goldberg machines, paintings, graphics, 
conceptual works and mixed media assemblies, the exhibit is as 
frequently serious, deadly satiric – kidding on the square. 

An example is “Tiger Cage,” which is a cage of heavy, 
rusty, welded iron bars big enough to hold a cramped adult 
human being. It is mounted on trailer-like wheels. 

It does not stop with the imagery of cruel confinement, 
because Curmano has used it as a conceptual action piece with 
careful documentation in a bound book containing, among other 
items, “Standardized Detainee Record Forms.” 

These are detailed, bureaucratic accounts of persons who 
actually have been placed in the cage, most voluntarily but some 
not, with names, ages, occupations, times, places and 
circumstances and a space for the “prisoners” to enter comments 
on the affects of the experience. 

The confinements were not real, but fear and distress were 
reported regardless – and suggest the horror of a reality in which 
such cages exist and are used on purpose.” – Don Morrison, 
Curmano is ‘kidding on Square’, Minneapolis Star, Aug. 15, 1974 
 
ATTENTION BIRTHERS:  
**William or Billy, what’s in a name… or personality for that 
matter? Billy’s birth was pretty important. It was documented and 
certified with an official looking “Birth Certificate” but somehow 
the name William had replaced Billy. Funny, his parents never 
called him that. He was Billy. It was Billy to his mom, his dad, his 
brothers, his relatives and all his little friends. When he started 
kindergarten, he was still Billy, but suddenly the teachers insisted 
he was William. It was a curious thing. He resisted. He was Billy, 

but somehow William kept getting on all the documents including 
a license to drive. They really wanted him to be William. 
Sometimes Billy got into trouble. He got into a serious fight, but as 
it turned out they wanted William in court. It was a time when 
males were drafted for a distant war. The draft didn’t take Billy, so 
William went to WAR. William was sent way overseas to kill 
people that didn’t look like him. It turned out he did not care much 
to be a killer. He was an enfant perdue. When he came home, he 
didn’t know who he was. The V.A. claimed him as William, but he 
painted some very child like images and signed one, Billy, and all 
was right with his world. 
 
LIVE	ART:	REORDERING	DISORDER	
This	is	an	age	of	violence	with	Post	Traumatic	Stress	Disorder	
(PTSD)	on	the	rise.	Billy’s	Midnight	Babylon	addresses	PTSD	in	
performance	and	now	he’s	added	a	follow-up	workshop	series,	
Live	Art:	Reordering	Disorder,	designed	to	find	purpose	after	
trauma.	It	attempts	to	help	survivors,	family,	friends	and	loved	
ones	understand	the	likelihood	of	long	term	impacts	with	Post	
Traumatic	Stress	Disorder	and	ways	to	lessen	the	
consequences	through	creative	actions.	The	series	includes	tips	
on	applying	the	lessons	learned	to	daily	life	and	may	resonate	
long	after	the	sessions	end.		
The	residency	opens	with	a	performance	and/or	screening	
followed	by	a	discussion	on	using	creativity	to	help	quash	the	
affects	of	traumatic	experience.	The	process	attempts	to	turn	
suicidal	and	negative	thoughts	to	positive	energy.	Billy	uses	a	
participant	centered	method	of	collaboration	based	on	mutual	
respect	to	guide	the	group.	The	process	fosters	a	hybrid,	
holistic	approach	and	demonstrates	connections	between	art	
and	virtually	all	other	areas	of	life.	Contact	us	for	more	
information.	
Midnight	Babylon	premiered	at	the	Cat	Club,	NYC.	-	Reviews	
include,	Reggie	McLeod,	High	Performance,	#38,	LA,	CA,	1987	
 
INHABITANTS… NOT SO MUCH at the Rourke Museum 

A memory from Billy’s 24-hour nap on a Bed O’ Nails with a 
Blanket & Pillow of Tiny Tacks remains as a 16” X 20” hand-
colored photo on stretched canvas with cut tacks. The nap was part 
of his ongoing response to Climate Change – a kind of Midwestern 
metaphor - to demonstrate how hard it can be to just slow down in 
modern culture. He rests serenely as bold letters advise: 
“RELAX… DO LESS” followed by an even bolder “SAVE THE 
PLANET”. The smaller print reminds us: “Actually, The Planet 
Will Be Okay… Inhabitants… Not So Much.” The mixed media 
painting traveled to the Rourke Art Museum in Moorhead, MN for 
the 57th Midwestern Invitational Exhibition that runs all summer. 
Another smaller 11” x 14” version, on reversed canvas with 88 cut 
tacks, Humans…Not So Much, was displayed at the Winona Arts 
Center in 2015. Margarita Baumann shot the iconic photo during 
the Bed O’Nails test nap. (See: The Fandango Vol. 38 & 39 or 
www.billyx.net – The Bed includes 2,395 nails, blanket 2,766 
tacks and pillow 640 tacks). 

The New X Art Ensemble is still hosting an eXperimental Sound 
Lab on a weekly basis at the Witoka Contemporary. They play out 
at other venues when the Muse kicks them to the road. Musicians 
and sound artists interested in participating can get on the “list” for 
dates and times. 

The problem with Political Jokes… Is how often they get elected. 



 

Be Bop Billy, 9 ½” x 5 ½”, is just a page from Billy’s sketchbook 
that was eventually cast in bronze with the slogan, “I Like Pie”.  

We believe a viable art community cannot exist unless the artists 
and their supporters socialize. The eXperimental Art Research 
Terminal of Art Works USA has been hosting Informal Art 
Forums for many years in pubs. Ask us how and we’ll tell you. 

AND NOW, for something REFRESHING:   
   We realize most everyone wants your money. We don’t. 
In Billy’s augmented reality, we’ve developed an alternative 
revenue stream and don’t really need your money, but if you have 
the overwhelming desire to support Billy’s work - Go ahead and 
send us the money or order something. 

The Site: WWW.BILLYX.NET has a library; a store and a whole 
lot more. That is where you can get more information and even 
order most of the stuff you find here. If you can’t figure something 
out - ring us up. We’re happy to help. 

The Fandango is published sporadically by Art Works USA. You can 
write or call us about-just-about any-old-thing. When sending money, 
don’t forget to indicate what the heck you want. Unsolicited manuscripts, 
photos etc. are not solicited, but if you want to send something, go for it. 
No returns without S.A.S.E. The masthead image was created by Bill 
Gaglione. Warning and disclaimer: Joining the Billy Curmano Fan 
Club leaves an indelible mark on your person. You can’t always see it, but 
believe you me, it’s there, buddy. See: The Fandango, Vol. 17 1-2, 1998, 
for removal information. 

Your INVITATION To FUN & ADVENTURE                      
The Billy X. Curmano Fan Club 

If you enjoy contemporary artist Billy Curmano, here’s a great way 
to stay abreast of his projects. Join the discriminating crowd and 
become a member of Billy’s own Fan Club. Send the form, all 
correspondence and annual membership dues to: 

ART WORKS USA          27979 COUNTY ROAD 17 
WINONA, MN 55987�                  RING: 507.452.1598     

billyx.net@gmail.com 

Momma Curman,                         President Ex Officio Perpetuitas              
Kimberly Haedtke,         Vice President Emeritus           

MEMBERSHIP TYPES 

�$2 CHEAPO: Wallet size membership card - some mailings.                                                                      
$15 IRREGULAR: As above, plus well wishes from all of us.                                                                       
$25 REGULAR: As above, plus a handsome wall certificate.                                                                    
$50 DELUXE: As above, plus Great Moments In Performance Art 
Non-adhesive stamp series. All appropriate club mailings.                                         
$250 DELUXE PLUS: As above, plus original print.                                                                      
$750 SUPER DELUXE: As above, plus gift certificate and 
weekend vacation at Scenic Art Works USA (travel from Winona, 
MN included).                                                                            
$1500 SAINT: As above, plus vacation extended 1 week.                                                                       
$5000 BUDDY: As above, plus 1 of Billy’s special pizzas and 
Billy will pal around with you for 1 week. 

Institutional rate: Add 20% surcharge for 2 newsletters. 1 to 
circulate - 1 to archive. Family rate: Add 10% and the whole 
family gets membership cards. Make checks payable Art Works 
USA. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Premium substitutions may be 
made at our whim. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Okay Kimberly! I just can’t wait; here are my 2016 annual dues. I 
want to join Billy X. Curmano’s Fan Club. 

 

Name______________________________________________________  

 

Address_____________________________________________________  

City________________________________________________________  

State_________Zip___________________________________________  

Phone______________________________________________________ 

Signature____________________________________________________ 

Membership Type_______________$_________date________________     

Add an e-mail and we might send up-dates and so on. 

____________________________________________ 


